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Wellsville 

Historical Society 

Mission Statement 

 

Preserve*  the history of the area 

through the collection and mainte-

nance of records and artifacts.  

Present*  Wellsville’s history to the 

public by means of a museum, edu-

cational programs and presentations.  

Promote*  cultural tourism by 

communicating the history of Wells-

ville and surrounding communities 

to visitors and local citizens.  

 

 

 

 

Committee Members 

Collections 

Nancy Lytle, Janet Smith, Carole 

Haxton, Rose O’Dea, Nita O’Dea, 

Linda Klamm 

 

Membership / Fundraising 

Donald Hrabe, Bill Lytle, Becky 

Potter, Sandra Hausler, Kelly Jerred,  

 

Interview / Family History 

Janet Broers, Jeanine Berrier 

Linda Broers 

 

Board Members 

Steve Layton-  President 

Nancy Lytle– Vice President 

Janet Broers– Secretary 

Donald Hrabe– Treasurer 

Carole Haxton– Member 

 

 

 

Kansas Day  
Events  

in Wellsville  

The Wellsville Library  and Friends 

of the Library celebrated the birthday of 

Kansas with a chili cook-off and carry-in 

lunch. The event began by singing Happy 

Birthday to Kansas.  Almost 80 attended, 

enjoying food, friends and judging.   The 1st 

prize went to Harry Peckham for the “Best 

Chili”,  the “Wimpiest Chili” Award went to 

Kathy Reddy. Some drawing winners of the 

“Free to Read” reading program for adults were, Jo Ann Massengale and 

Kathy Reddy, to name a few, with prizes of coffee cups, t-shirts and vari-

ous other awards.  In addition, many of the Wellsville authors were on 

hand to talk about their books, as well as autograph purchases. Standing, 

Left to Right; Kevin Jones, Bob Cramer, Cindi Moore, Diane Speer, and 

Bev Knapp.  Seated, Left to Right; Bob Kleier and Lenise Eddings.  

The Wellsville Elementary School was honored to have Mayor Bill Lytle 

as guest speaker on Kansas Day, 2011 in celebration of Kansas’s 150th 

birthday.  Mr. Lytle shared many pictures, articles, posters, and artifacts 

from the Wellsville Historical Society.  

Students and Staff members were especially impressed and interested in the 

quilt made by Becky (Self) Potter, and donated back to the Wellsville His-

torical Society by Ruth Fleming.  The quilt  patches picture many local busi-

nesses and landmarks.  

The same day, each Wellsville Elementary student signed a quilt block to 

complete their own W.E.S. quilt!  Students were interested in seeing a com-

pleted quilt, after signing their own quilt piece.  

The school appreciates the time Mayor Lytle donates to the school.  He has 

been a great representative of the Historical Society, which has become an 

interesting addition to downtown Wellsville, Kansas.  



Thank You 

Volunteers 
Nancy Lytle 

JoAnn Massengale 

Pam Phares  

Jim Wright 

Linda Klamm 

Dawn Barry  

Sandra Hausler 

Rose O’Dea 

Linda Broers 

Shirley Phillips 

Lenora Brecheisen 

Charlie Moore 

Amanda Lytle 

Don Hrabe 

Emaline Guy 

Bill Lytle 

Gail O’Connor 

Carole Haxton 

Emily Kotay 

Marlene Wagner 

Nita O’Dea 

Diana Lawrenz 

Barb Saner 

Jackie Ware 

LuEtta Crist 

Roger Thorn 

Mike Holtwick 

Dick Raugewitz 

Jill Antione 

The Museum  

is open to 

visitors every 

Saturday between 

the hours of 9am 

and 3pm.  

Weekday tours 
can be arranged 

by contacting 

Nancy Lytle at  

785-883-4255.   
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Wellsville Park and Pool History 
1903;  Alpheus D. (Alvie) Watkins,  a local farmer, furniture dealer and the Funeral 

Home owner, deeded the ground to the city of Wellsville for the Wellsville City Park and 

City Hall.   

1916; The Wellsville City Hall opened. Built by Henry Mignot, in the center of the City 

Park grounds, the City Hall included a gymnasium, stage, and balcony, as well as space 

for city employees. The building was first illuminated with gas lights, often knocked down 

during the basketball games. The city hall provided the auditorium for graduations, 

school and community plays and musicals, concerts, basketball games, fair displays, and 

council meetings, to name a few.  

1953;  The City Hall was condemned as an unsafe structure and was 

sold for $250.00.   

1954;  H.C. Guack tore it down, some of the brick was used in the Pro-

fessional building at 4th and Main in Ottawa, Kansas.   

 1965;   Several locations were considered for the site of a pool, though the most interest 

was for the Wellsville Park location. Elmer McConnell, Jerry Vickers, Dennis Shields, 

Ken Hausler and Marlin Chanay  circulated petitions in the interest of building the city 

owned pool.  At the August 11th 1965, Council Meeting, Mayor How-

ell Lusk, and councilmen; J. Ray Simmons, Evan Phillips, Harold 

Bouse, Dick Moherman, and Elmer McConnell were presented with 

the petitions of 294 signatures, by Dennis Shields and Marlin 

Chaney.  The engineering firm of Paddock of Texas was chosen to 

survey the City Park and draw up plans for the proposed construction 

of the pool.  Milburn, Cockran and Co., Inc. of K.C. was chosen to pre-

pare the necessary documents to call a special Bond Election and di-

rect the election.  The bond amount was $50,000.00 and Election Day 

was set for Sept. 8th, 1965.  The Election Board Judges were Alma 

Warnock, Bernadine Shields and Maude Thorn.  Assisting Clerks 

were Sally Barnett and Grace Steen.  The election was one of the 

most turned out elections for the community and “carried” 232 votes; 

“For”, with 190 votes; “Against”.  

The Swimming Pool Committee consisted of Dr. Charles Rogers, Scottie Moherman, and 

Bill Warnock.  The following assisted in grading, filling, 

seeding and laying the sod; Elmer McConnell, Mayor 

Lusk, Evan Phillips, Jay Newland, Jim Wright, Marlin 

Chanay, Glen Willhite, and Ernie Harris, improving the 

appearance of the City Park as well.  Mr. E.M. O’Bannon 

leased the pool for the first summer session and acquired  

the responsibilities of operating the pool.  

The new pool received its finishing touches and was com-

pleted the spring of 1966. The bath houses were painted 

white and blue and the park around the pool also received 

a “good going over”.  

The Ottawa Herald reported that the pool took 150,000 gallons of water to fill from the 

ground level tank. The Grand Opening was held May 28th, 1966. 

The demand for swim classes was evident as the Red Cross certified  Life Guard, Jim 

Turner and two assistants, Carol and Susan Warnock were first to hold classes, each 

filled to capacity of 30.  

The Wellsville Globe reported , “the picnic tables, playground equipment, cement plat-

form and basketball goals were then added”, without reference to the year the additions 

took place.  

1965 photo, Wellsville Globe 



 The support of our mem-

bership has allowed the 

Historical Society to open 

our museum and pre-

serve the many artifacts 

and memories of the 

Wellsville community.  

Please consider us for 

your Memorial and Hon-

orary  gifts.  

Please make checks out to :    

The Wellsville Historical 

Society, Inc.       P.O. Box 

104, Wellsville, Ks. 66092  

Membership Levels  

Student   $2.00 

Individual  $15.00 

Family  $35.00 

Bronze  $100.00 

Silver  $250.00 

Gold  $500.00 

Conservator  $1000.00 

Lifetime  $5000.00  

Gail O’Connor 

Kelly Yaw 

Sandra Hausler 

Barb Saner 

Linda Klamm 

Janet Smith 

Roger Thorn 

Don Hrabe 

Janet Broers 

Barbara Baker 

Don Caruthers;             

for bulletin board installa-

tions and building the 

poster display mounting. 

Wayne Linder; for replac-

ing the cord to large clock 

from the Crist and Son Gro-

cery Store. The clock was 

included in the purchase 

from the Cozy Corner Store 

in 1953 and donated by the 

Crist family. 

*Poster Revamping* 

Carole Haxton Janet 

Smith, Nancy Lytle, Jill 

Antione, Sandra 

Hausler, Dustin Dono-

van, & Amanda Lytle 
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Volunteer  

Opportunities  

Volunteering is a great way 

to meet and visit with peo-

ple visiting the area or our 

own community.   

                                                                                                       

Christopher Cross described a little about what it takes to continue 

the upkeep of the Pool and Park, saying; “Any funds left over annu-

ally, go back into the care and upkeep of our Park. The Pool deck is 

new and the west side improvements are due to another anonymous 

benefactor. Care and improvements are always ongoing.” 

  So many take advantage of our lovely park today: from the smallest 

and youngest to the oldest; mom’s and grandparents with stroller’s to 

area art students drawing. Rarely is the Wellsville Park empty of activity. There is 

often a basketball game on the court or picnics or swimmers enjoy-

ing the summer sun. For more than 100 years, many individuals 

have worked tirelessly so we may benefit. It is important to re-

member the sacrifices that were made, so we may enjoy our park.  

I spy a day in Wellsville town,  

A brick, a light, a something round; 

A flower, a tree, a boat and a B. 

I spy a dog, a log, a school and a pool; 

A nickel, a banker, a pickle and a tanker.  

I spy a ball, a bat, City Hall and a cat.  

I spy a shop, a sign, a stop and a 9.  

These are in our little ville.  

We’re located in Kansas so we’re not on a hill.  

I spy many things inside and out,  

But the best place is the Library without a doubt. 

Becky Dodd 

        2012 Membership Levels 

Wellsville Park and Pool Today 

2011; Mayor Lytle worked with City 

Superintendent, Christopher Cross to 

acquire and restore 4 Spring Ponies 

for the children.  Local artist, Lenise 

Eddings volunteered her time to de-

sign and  paint the Spring Ponies.  

2011;  The City Pool Improvements in-

clude a separated pool for toddlers and 

young children. The area  includes the 

sprinkling mushroom, pint-sized slide and 

water mister.  These improvements were 

made possible by a donation from T.J. 

Bivens in memory of his wife Pat to dem-

onstrate her love of children. 

Wellsville Days            

Museum Volunteers 

Thank You 



 

Preserving, 

Presenting, 

and 

Promoting our 

Community.  

Wellsville Historical Society  

P.O.Box 104 

Wellsville, KS  66092 

The Wellsville Historical Society   

is affiliated with 

The American Association  

for State and Local History  

“The Past meets the Future for the Wellsville Historical Society.  

“Facebook” is the place to get moment to moment information. 

www.wellsvillehistoricalsociety.org  

NEW! 

Post Cards by Mary O’Neil 

AKA: The Bird Lady  

Amateur Photographer 

$1.25 each or 

    5 for $5.00 


